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What IS Tier 3 Intervention? 

ÅSupplemental instruction/support that is more 
intensive and individualized than lower levels 
of instructional support (i.e., Tiers 1 and 2)

ÅCompared to Tier 2:

ïsmaller group size

ïmore time

ïmore frequent progress monitoring

ïmore frequent use of specialists/special educators 
for implementation

Connor, Alberto, Compton, & O'Connor, 2014; Jenkins, Schiller, Blackorby, Thayer, & Tilly, 2013 



Is Tier 3 Support Needed in EC? 



Patterns in Performance are Stable 
!ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ¸ŜŀǊ Χ

Χ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǿŜ 5h ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ (Cabell, Justice, Logan, & Konold, 2013)
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Tier 3 Overview: Intervention Issues

ÅWhich children need Tier 3 support?

ïChildren who are significantly behind their peers 
in the acquisition of critical early skills (e.g., 
social/behavioral, early literacy, language skills).

ÅWhat do we know about these children

ïChildren are behind in the acquisition of skills for a 
variety of reasons (e.g., ELL, lack of exposure 
to/experience with print, speech-language delays, 
other learning difficulties).



Challenges in Implementing T3

ÅIdentifying children for T3 intervention

ÅIdentifying effective T3 interventions

ÅManaging and implement interventions 

ÅMonitoring progress



Effective Tier 3 Interventions

ÅThe challenge: 

ïWhat is an effective Tier 3 intervention?
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Tier 3 Overview:  Intervention Issues

ÅThe solution:

ïLowest performing children benefit the most from 
language and early literacy intervention that is:

ÅFocused on a few priority skills (essential skills)

ÅMore explicit

ÅMore comprehensive

ÅMore systematic (optimum sequence at an optimum 
rate)

ÅMore individualized

(e.g., Biemiller & Slonim, 2001; Connor et al., 2014; Foorman & Torgesen, 2001; Justice & Vukelich; Simmons, 
2015)



Effective Tier 3 Curriculum Example

ÅReading Ready activities are designed to be implemented in 
the classroom by a teacher in small groups or 1-1.   
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Effective Tier 3 Curriculum Example

ÅContent

ïCarefully sequenced skills/tasks

ïClear objectives

ïSmall learning units

ÅStrategies

ïExplicit instruction

ïConsistent and simple instructional language

ïAmple opportunities to respond (6-12/minute)

ïStrategies encouragement and guidance

ïStrategies for providing support (scaffolding)

11
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